THE

ENTERPRISE

CENTRE

Environmental Policy

This policy is intended as a guide to reducing the environmental and subsequent social
impact that the day-to-day working of the site has locally and globally. The Enterprise
Centre was established to promote sustainable development and hence all workers,
volunteers, students and visitors are encouraged to carry out the following measures.

1.0 Waste

e Recycle all paper, cardboard, glass, metal in the appropriate recycling bins.
* Re use, recycle or re purpose

¢ Collect used stamps and re-usable envelopes.

e Crush all plastic and metal tin waste to minimize space in the blue bin.

2.0 Energy.

TEC uses electricity appliances that help to reduce the impact on the energy source
however the burning of gas to heat the building contributes to climate change. Clearly
there is also a need to conserve electricity to enable greater participation in renewable
energy and to save money. TEC has recently installed solar panels which will reduce the
grid consumption of energy by 50 % as of March 2023

e Switch off lights when leaving a room for a significant amount of time.
e Turn radiators down when leaving for the weekend.

e Close windows at the end of the day.

e When not in use turn off photocopier and other appliances.

3.0 Water.

A large amount of water is treated and piped into Manchester — water that could be left
in rivers. By conserving water and not polluting the water we use we can contribute
positively to the biology of the North West

We rain harvest water for all animal and plant use. We have 7 IBC’s and we are looking
at options to use this water in bathrooms and for washing machine.

e Use the low flush option on toilets when possible.

e Do not allow taps to run freely and check each evening that thjey have

been turned off

Conserve water when cleaning etc.

Use eco-products like Bio-D when cleaning.

Clear the drain to the lodge to allow free drainage to the river

Ensure the drains to the lane are free running at all times

4.0 Resource Use.

The Enterprise Centre aims to:

Purchase and use recycled paper and card.

reuse envelopes, re-use labels.

Avoid PVC folders and wallets and instead use other card substitutes.
TEC does not use any pesticides and only natural based insecticides eg
garlic and chilli spray



5.0 Transport.
Vehicle use will be kept to a minimum and we will encourage walking, cycling
and using public transport to gain access to site.

6.0 Air Quality.

To reduce the indoor air pollutants TEC has a no smoking policy in all parts of

the building and within the grounds. Also:

e The Enterprise Centre encourages the use of indoor plants to clean the
air.

e The Enterprise Centre encourages staff to avoid using aerosol paints
and cleaners.

e The Enterprise Centre encourages staff to avoid solvent correction
fluids, marker pens, paints etc. and use water-based ones.

e The Enterprise Centre holds a preference for products made from
natural materials like wood and avoid foam-backed carpets and other
synthetic furniture made from MDF etc.

7.0 Food.

We probably have our greatest impact the environment and on our health
through the food we eat. We would therefore encourage people to purchase
local produce, organic and cruelty free foods. We avoid waste of any kind and
where possible make soups with leftovers and all other waste is recycled in
our compost bin.

8.0 Wildlife

TEC provides food for the local British birds and has planted more than 50
hedgerow trees to provide shelter.

We have a dedicated butterfly / bee garden

All our plants are carefully considered to attract pollinators
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